Zion Lutheran School Newsletter

1012 12th Ave Rd. Nampa ID 83686
ZIONLUTHERAN Email: zlsofficel @gmail.com - Phone: 208-466-9141

SCHOOL

ZLS Website: zlsnampa.org

Dear Zion Lutheran School Families, June 18, 2026

Our Shared Calling

As we reflect on the teachers, staff, and families of Zion Lutheran School, we are filled with deep gratitude
and care for each of them. We share a fervent desire for our school to honor God by educating students in the
Christian faith, and we thank God that this is also your goal as parents.

Educating children is one of the greatest honors and responsibilities God gives us. Because this responsibility
is not recognized everywhere, it must be pursued with intention, faithfulness, and courage.

A Faithful Place for Our Children

We live in a unique time, when the world’s hatred and apathy toward Christian education are becoming more
apparent. Yet we remain hopeful for Zion Lutheran School because you recognize what your children need: a
strong Christian community, faithful preaching, and sound Christian teaching.

You are looking for a school where your children can:
play freely while remaining grounded in the Word of God;
grow alongside friends who are loving, joyful, and caring;

be guided by parents, teachers, and staff who are steadfast in the faith and committed to truth, goodness,
and beauty.

be protected, loved, and cared for each day.

This is the kind of place we want Zion Lutheran School to be. In the upcoming year, Zion will strive to be a
harbor for your children and a faithful partner as you educate them in Christian values.

With Gratitude and Hope

Thank you for being here. Thank you for working hard, volunteering, sharing your ideas, and teaching your
children about God’s will for their lives and His love in the Gospel.

May that Gospel, which saves all who believe, be our hope, our comfort, and our motivation as we work
together to build something lasting for our children. May our Lord Jesus Christ bless Zion Lutheran School
and each of our families.

The peace of our Lord be with you,

Zion Lutheran School Board
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NUNTIUS - ANNOUNCEMENTS:
s 2025-2026 Report Cards and 4th Quarter Award Certificates:

§ The Front Office mailed out on June 16th, Report Cards and 4th Quarter Award Cer-
tificates to most of the Zion families, and some were handed out on June 16th to
families that attended the 2026 ZLC Vacation Bible School (VBS).

§ There are a few families that still need to settle their FACTS account, turn in lost or

damaged text books or library books or have an outstanding HLP balance.

§ If you did not receive report cards or certificates this year, please reach out to the front

office or the school board if you have any questions or concerns. Thank you!

§ 2026-2027 Uniform Policy Updates:

§ The school board has approved an updated ZLS Uniform Policy. Please review the
enclosed policy letter when this newsletter is emailed out.

§ The primary changes are Thursday, Divine Service uniform, and some other small
changes. Please read the policy carefully, and if you have any other questions, don’t
hesitate to reach out to our school board chair (Mrs. Tonya Barber) at
Schoolboard@zionlutherannampa.com .




CONMEMORATIOS - REMINDERS:

s Family Service Hours Policy - School Board approved on 2-23-26, and handed out in

return family additional information packets on 2-26-2026.

s 2025/26 School Year

2025/26 families have been asked to complete family service hours. All uncompleted hours
will be added to the required hours in 2026/27, and the fee for uncompleted hours from both
years will be charged at the end of the 2026-27 school year.

ZLS Prayer Requests and Praise of Thanks:

*

Please pray for the following staff, parents, and students: Continued prayers for Ellie
Hudnall’s family as her maternal grandmother Roxanne, passed away this past weekend,
Ellie’s mom - Katie, for a safe pregnancy and for Ellie’s dad - Mike for his continued back
pain. For the Tomayer Family for the passing of a family member., Natalie Hastriter’s
grandma who is going through cancer treatment, Gianna Gargan’s Great Grandmother who
1s recovering from cancer and dealing with other health issues, and her Great Grandfather
who is going through Cataract surgeries, Pastor & Mrs. Rippy’s parents, their cousin
Jessica, Mrs. Alverson’s cousin Kerry, who was diagnosed with a Glioblastoma Tumor, and
is going through 6 weeks of radiation and chemo, and her brother Scott who will have open
heart surgery on July 13th.

Praises for Mrs. Wollman’s brother Mark who had a liver transplant in June and is back
home in Rupert as of this weekend.

Mrs. Alverson would like to say thank you for all the love and support from the ZLS Staff
and Families during her tenure as the Front Office Secretary and Administrative Assistant.
Her last day is July 15th and starting on July 16th, Miss Mackenzie Ratcliff will serve as
the 2026-27 Secretary and the 5th and 6th grade Math Teacher.



ABOUT MR. MATTHEW VAVOLD - 3rd - 5th grades
WHY I BECAME A TEACHER

BACKGROUND

-l am a native, 4th-generation Idahoan. | grew up Nazarene, but have since made the decision to become
an Eastern Orthodox Christian.

-1 have always loved to read and am fascinated by a variety of subjects. | have a specific interest in
reading and writing stories, but also enjoy any conversation about history, theology, and philosophy.

EDUCATION
-1 was homeschooled during my growing -up years.

-1 graduated from Northwest Nazarene University with a Bachelor of Arts in English and History.

EXPERIENCE
- | have substitute -taught at Ambrose School and Zion Lutheran School.

-1 have three years of experience working in the NNU Writing Center, helping students with their essays.

FAMILY AND OUTSIDE INTERESTS
-1 have a very supportive family that is grounded in following Christ.

-Going on hikes and exploring the beautiful wilderness of Idaho is something | do often. | also hunt and
fish with my family occasionally.

-1 also do weightlifting, and | coach a teen Bible quiz team.

WHY I TEACH AT ZION LUTHERAN SCHOOL

-Zion Lutheran School is teaching young people to love Christ and to love the good, the true, and the
beautiful, which are grounded in Him. | am honored to be a part of that mission.

-l want to see ldaho retain its conservative, Christian values. | believe that one of the best ways to do that
is to instill the next generation with the information and tools that Classical Christian education offers.

CLASSROOM MISSION STATEMENT

oFinally, brethren, whatever things are true, whateyv
ever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any
virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy fimedi t at e on these thingsd6é (Phil



EVENTUS - SCHOOL EVENTS:

2025-2026 Academic Fair: The Academic Fair is a great way to end the school year with
an evening of food, fellowship, and fun. Thank you to our wonderful students for their out-
standing performances this year, and congratulations to all the students who were selected by
the judges for 1Ist, 2nd, and 3rd place finishes, as well as those students who won, the People’s
Choice awards. A big thank you to our volunteer judges, and volunteers from ZLC who served
the meal, and to all the parents and supporters who came out. Finally, thank you to all the
Homeroom Teachers, our Music Teacher, and our Headmaster for guiding the students in their
presentations and projects.
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EVENTUS - SCHOOL EVENTS:

2025-2026 End of Year BBQ: The End of Year Parent Teacher Fellowship (PTF) and Hot
Lunch Program (HLP) BBQ is a great way to finish the last day of the school year. We want to
say a big thank you to our Hot Lunch Staff - Heather Ratcliff, and Bridget Butterfield, and to
the 2025-26 PTF Officers: Pamela Main - President, Andrea Carter - Vice President,

Megan Irby - Secretary, and Jay Irby - Treasurer. Thank you to both the HLP Staff and PTF
Officers for your dedicated service to the school and families of Zion this year.

These type of events only happen through the volunteerism of our parents and families!

At this time, we only have 2 of the 4 PTF Officer positions filled for next year 2026-27.
The PTF needs a PTF Secretary and PTF Treasurer to ensure we can have a Parent Teacher
Fellowship next year, and the some of the great PTF events that are hosted each year:

Maple Bars with Moms, Donuts with Dads, Spring Carnival, Movie Night etc.

7 PTF Secretary:
§ Keep accurate record (minutes), of all the PTF meetings.
§ Be prepared to refer to the minutes of the previous meetings.
§ Keep a current copy of the by-laws and standing rules.

7 PTF Treasurer:

§ Keep permanent books of accounts and records. Such books of accounts and
records shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection by an authorized rep-
resentative of the ZLC School Board and Ministry Council.

§ Shall handle all the funds of the PTF , pay bills authorized by the PTF.

If you are interested in serving as a PTF Secretary or PTF Treasurer, please reach out to both
Pamela Main at pamelamainzlsptfi@yahoo.com and our School Board at
schoolboard@zionlutherannampa.com

Enjoy the remainder of the summer, and see you next year!




EVENTUS - ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH EVENT AT ZL.S:

June 15th - 17th, 2026 Vacation Bible School: Thank you to all the families that sent
their children to this fun 3 day event. A special thank you to all of our volunteers who provided
their time and talents to make the VBS special for the children. Also to Mrs. Gayle Wollman,
Zion Lutheran Church’s new Supermtendent of Sunday School for leadmg VBS thls year




